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Fire behavior remains moderated on Lush and Elephant Fires 

 
The Lush Fire (#199), remains at 26,544 acres and is located on the north side of the Yukon River across from 

Rampart. Yesterday’s partly sunny skies and no precipitation meant there was a drying day for fuels on the fire. 

Lingering areas of heat began to smolder and creep and small, light gray columns of smoke were observed. A 

warming and drying trend will occur into the weekend and atmospheric instability will increase the chance of 

showers and thunderstorms. After the weekend, southwest flow will be in the forecast bringing widespread light 

rain.  
 

Yesterday, firefighters completed going direct on the northern edge of the fire to corral the fire away from the 

northern most cluster of Alaska Native Allotments. Today, the Wyoming hotshot crew will be moved to work 

direct on line between Squaw Creek and Lush Creek. Crews will continue mop up work on the southern and 

eastern edge of the fire and will also continue to secure lines around structures. Unneeded equipment will 

continue to be backhauled off of the line.   

 

The Elephant Fire (#225) remains at 8,941 acres. Fire behavior remains minimal with limited smoldering. 

Recent rainfall has increased relative humidities and moderated fire activity. A warming and drying trend will 

continue into the weekend and winds will remain light. The atmosphere will become more unstable each day, 

supporting and increasing chance for shower and thunderstorm activity. After this weekend, a moist west-

southwest flow will develop with more widespread light rain late Sunday into Tuesday.  

 

Crews will continue to secure the fire along Minook Creek Road and the area of structures near the northeast 

edge of the fire, rechecking for heat and mopping up as necessary. The fire south of Minook Creek and north of 

the divide near Eureka Dome will continue to be monitored. Structure protection planning will continue and 

backhaul will begin as able. 

Overall, fire managers are monitoring 45 other fires in the zone and will staff those fires if conditions warrant. 

 

Learn more at akfireinfo.com, and on Facebook (@BLMAFS) and Twitter (@BLM_AFS). 
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