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Minimal fire activity observed across the Ptarmigan Complex, incident management team prepares for transition 

 

The current Type 3 Incident Management Team (IMT) will be transitioning down to a Type 4 IMT on July 20. Daily fire 

updates on the Ptarmigan Complex will end on July 20.   

 

As crews complete work on the fires across the complex and the potential for fire spread decreases due to weather and 

observed fire activity, incident leadership have determined that fewer resources are needed and made the decision to 

transition to a less complex management strategy. A smaller group of firefighters will remain in the Central area to 

manage and work on the fires. Aviation resources will continue to operate in the Ptarmigan Complex airspace. 

 

There has been very minimal fire activity across the Ptarmigan Complex over the past few days. Fire continues to creep, 

back, and smolder in places with occasional isolated tree torching observed on the Birch, Turtle, and Buckley Bar Fires  A 

drying trend is forecasted for the weekend so an uptick in smoke may be observed, but the current longer term forecast 

calls for a southwest flow to potentially kick in by early next week which would bring wetter weather.  

   

Turtle Fire (#243) – Fire behavior on the Turtle Fire was minimal, with creeping and smoldering observed. Crow Peak 

Wildland Fire Module and Alaska Range Suppression Module will continue to mop-up on the north end of the fire. They 

are working towards obtaining 100 feet of cold black along the edge. Pumps and hose will be backhauled from the east 

side of Birch Creek today, but pumps and hose will be left along the allotment lines. Two additional resources will be 

spiking out on the Turtle Fire to get a sense of the work remaining as operations transition to the Type 4 IMT. 

 

The Turtle Fire was reported on June 19. It is burning about 10 miles east of Central, AK and 12 miles south of Circle, 

AK and was started by lightning.   

 

Buckley Bar Fire (#264) – The fire remains in monitor status. The fire lies approximately 17 miles to the southwest of 

Central, AK. It was discovered on June 20 and was caused by lightning.   

Alligator Fire (#265) the Alligator Fire remains in monitor status. The fire was discovered on June 20, started by 

lightning and is located about 3 miles north of Central, AK.   

Deadwood Fire (#214) – The fire remains in monitor status. The Deadwood Fire was started by lightning, discovered on 

June 20, and is in Central, AK.   

Birch Fire (#256) – The fire remains in monitor status. The fire was discovered on June 20, caused by lightning, and is 

located about 4 miles northwest of Circle, AK.  

 

A Level 1 “Ready” Alert remains in effect for the community of Central, the Steese Highway from Milepost 123 to 

Milepost 151, Circle Hot Springs Road and Circle Hot Springs, and Deadwood Creek Road. Drivers should expect traffic 

delays on the Steese Highway, Circle Hot Springs Road, and Deadwood Creek Road due to firefighting operations. A 

Level 1 “Ready” alert means: begin preparing for a potential evacuation; make plans for family members with special 

needs, pets, or livestock; gather essential items such as prescriptions, important documents, and valuables; and stay alert 

and watch for updates from local authorities.      

 

NOTAM #: 07/118 is in place for the Central Airport (CEM): Increased air traffic 5,000 ft MSL and below within a 20 

nautical mile radius of the Central Airport (CEM) due to firefighting aviation operations.   
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