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Smokejumpers begin point protection on
Fortymile River

BY BLM ALASKA FIRE SERVICE on JULY 12, 2025

Two active fires are being staffed in the Upper Yukon zone, the Tsukon Fire (#382)
and the Polly Fire (#435). Both are being managed under a point protection strategy.
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Smokejumpers approach the Polly Fire (#435) on the evening of July 11.

Polly Fire (#435) — Smokejumpers are on the ground and have begun point
protection on structures along the Fortymile River, including the Steele Creek
Roadhouse. The fire is located 2 miles to the east of Taylor Highway milepost 108,
and adjacent to the Taylor Creeke Trail. Weather will shift slightly on Sunday to
bring winds from the west with a chance of scattered rain and thunderstorms to the
area. Temperatures remain warm. Smoke could be visible from the road between
milepost 103 and 115 on the Taylor Highway, do not stop.

Tsukon Fire (#382) — A recon flight observed that the fire was most active on the
northeast edge. Utilizing boat transport, the Olympic Wildland Fire Module
continues point protection on structures and allotments near the fire. Point
protection strategies include the removal of fuels, setting up pumps, hoses, and
sprinklers. The fire received light winds from the northeast in the morning before
switching to southwest in the afternoon. Temperatures rose to the high seventies
throughout Saturday, accompanied by sunny skies.

The fire is approximately 1,319 acres and located between Venetie and Fort Yukon..
Runt Fire (#330) — The fire has been put into monitor status.

Fortymile Fire (#344) — The fire has been called contained and put into monitor
status.
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Need public domain imagery to complement news coverage of the BLM Alaska Fire
Service in Alaska? Visit our Flickr channel!

Learn more at http://www.blm.qgov/AlaskaFireService, and on Facebook.

The Bureau of Land Management Alaska Fire Service (AFS) located at Fort
Wainwright, Alaska, provides wildland fire suppression services for over 240
million acres of Department of the Interior and Native Corporation Lands in Alaska.
In addition, AFS has other statewide responsibilities that include: interpretation of
fire management policy; oversight of the BLM Alaska Aviation program; fuels
management projects; and operating and maintaining advanced communication


http://www.blm.gov/AlaskaFireService

and computer systems such as the Alaska Lightning Detection System. AFS also
maintains a National Incident Support Cache. The Alaska Fire Service provides
wildland fire suppression services for America’s “Last Frontier” on an interagency
basis with the State of Alaska Department of Natural Resources, USDA Forest
Service, National Park Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, and the U.S. Military in Alaska.



